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Mini -Grants Provide up to $500 to 
Support Classroom Conservation 
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Faculty and staff members of public, private, 

and alternative schools in Richland County 

are eligible to apply for up to $500 in 

funding to support campus conservation 

projects and youth environmental education 

initiatives through Conservation Education 

Mini-Grants and Clean Stream Columbia 

Awards.  Two award cycles are available: 

applications received by October 7, 2016 

will be considered for fall 2016 funding; 

applications received by February 3, 2017 

will be considered for spring 2017 funding.  

Project work and the expenditure of funds 

must be completed by June 15, 2017.  

Mini-Grants may be used to support 

conservation-related student projects 

including, but not limited to, outdoor 

classrooms, school gardens, nature trails, 

wildlife habitats, rain barrels, composting 

initiatives, air quality campaigns, litter 

clean-ups, rain gardens, erosion control, and 

stream bank restoration.  Awards are 

competitive and proposals will be evaluated 

on the projectôs conservation impact, 

feasibility, student and community 

involvement, and educational outcomes.  

All schools located in Richland County 

(including the City of Columbia) are eligible 

to compete for Conservation Education Mini

-Grants; schools located in the City of 

Columbia are also eligible to compete for 

Clean Stream Columbia Awards for certain 

projects that promote, protect, or improve 

water quality.  Funding for these awards is 

provided by the Richland Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD) and the City 

of Columbia.  The application is online at 

www.rcgov.us/rswcd.  For more 

information, contact (803) 576-2080.  

Coneflowers at Singing 

Oakes Garden, 

Blythewood A spring 2016 mini-grant funded a 

student-led water quality monitoring  

program at Dent Middle School. Eleven 

school projects were funded through the 

mini-grant program in the 2015-2016 

school year.  

2016 Arbor Day Youth Contest:   
ñTalking to Treesò 

If you could speak to a tree, what would 

you say?  Would you sing it a love song, 

thank it for the goods it produces and the 

services it performs, or ask it questions 

about what itôs like to be a tree?  In this 

yearôs Arbor Day Youth Contest, Richland 

County preK-12 students are invited to 

explore this prompt through any 

of three media:  Greeting Card, 

E-mail, or Performance Art.  

Submission instructions are 

online at www.rcgov.us/rswcd.  

Contest winners will receive $25 

cash prizes.  Entries may be 

individual, group, or class projects, but only 

one cash prize will be awarded per winning 

entry.  The contest is open to preK-12 

students who live in, or attend school in, 

Richland County.  The submission deadline 

is October 21, 2016.  For more information, 

contact (803) 576-2080. 

http://www.rcgov.us/rswcd
http://www.rcgov.us/rswcd
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Equine Pasture Management:  

Healthy Horse, Healthy Land  
 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ нлмс 
фΥллŀƳ ς нΥллǇƳ 

[ǳƴŎƘ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ tŀǎǘǳǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ  
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фл .ƻƴŜȅ wƻŀŘ 
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   {ŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΥ 
¶ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ 9ǉǳƛƴŜ tŀǎǘǳǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
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¶ aƛƪŜ bŜǿƳŀƴΣ wƛŎƘƭŀƴŘ {²/5 /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ 
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wŜŎŜƛǾŜ мΦр //IǎΗ 

mailto:fisherc@rcgov.us?subject=Pasture%20Workshop
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Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed  
Education at Camp Discovery 

Earlier this year, Conservation Education Intern Cheryl 

Barnes partnered with Camp Discovery to teach third grade 

students about water quality in the Twenty-five Mile Creek 

Watershed.  Barnes, with a background in marine science 

and environmental studies, used the Enviroscape watershed 

model to help students understand how stormwater carries 

pollutants from parking lots, pastures, and even our own 

backyards into local waterways.  She then spoke with 

students about the specific issues facing Twenty-five Mile 

Creek, whose watershed encompasses parts of Blythewood, 

Pontiac, Elgin, and Lugoff. 

 

Periodic water quality monitoring in Twenty-five Mile 

Creek has identified sometimes-elevated levels of fecal 

bacteria and an impaired macroinvertebrate community 

within the Creek.  While many factors affect water quality, 

stormwater runoff carrying livestock manure, sediment, pet 

waste, human waste from failing septic systems, and other 

pollutants is a major source of concern. 

 

Efforts have been mounted to educate watershed residents 

about these issues and to address some of the pollution 

sources with cost-share assistance.  Under a current 

program, livestock owners within the watershed may 

receive funding to cover up to 70% of the cost of 

implementing a variety of conservation practices that 

protect and improve water quality.  These practices, which 

include fencing livestock out of ponds and streams, 

installing alternate water sources with wells and water 

troughs, protecting heavy-use areas in pastures and 

paddocks from erosion, and installing cross fencing for 

grazing management, also tend to improve forage 

production and livestock health.   

 

For more information about efforts to improve water 

quality in Twenty-five Mile Creek or to schedule a 

presentation or program for your school or community 

group, contact Chanda Cooper at cooperc@rcgov.us or 

(803) 576-2084.  If you are a livestock owner in the 

watershed and would like more information about cost-

share funding and conservation plans, contact Mike 

Newman at (803) 602-2585.  Information is also available 

online at www.rcgov.us/twentyfivemile.   

Grant Funding Available to Help Pay for Septic 
Repairs in Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed 

The SC Department of Health and Environmental Control 

(DHEC) has awarded a new $114,800 Section 319 grant to 

reduce bacteria levels from failing septic systems in the 

Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed.  Twenty-five Mile 

Creek flows from southern Fairfield County, through 

northeastern Richland County, and into western Kershaw 

County where it joins the Wateree River.  Periodic 

monitoring conducted by DHEC suggests Twenty-five Mile 

Creek may experience elevated levels of fecal bacteria and 

macro-invertebrate community impairments.   

 

This new 319 Grant will focus on septic sources in the 

watershed by providing financial incentives for 

homeowners and businesses to repair or replace failing 

septic systems to reduce pollutants entering Twenty-five 

Mile Creek and its tributaries. In addition, the grant will 

provide public education about proper septic tank 

maintenance and the proper disposal of fats, oils and 

grease, which should never be poured down a drain. The 

project will provide 60% cost share assistance to 

homeowners and businesses to repair/replace failing septic 

systems.  Because septic sources contribute to both bacteria 

and nutrient loads, addressing septic systems will improve 

the bacteria impairment in the watershed and may reduce 

stressors on the macroinvertebrate community.   

 

Participation in the grant program is voluntary, and 

interested homeowners or business-owners with septic 

problems located in the Twenty-five Mile Creek Watershed 

are encouraged to contact Russ VanPatten 

at russ.vanpatten@kershaw.sc.gov or (803) 425-7230 for 

more information.   

mailto:cooperc@rcgov.us?subject=Twenty-five%20Mile%20Creek
http://www.rcgov.us/twentyfivemile
mailto:russ.vanpatten@kershaw.sc.gov
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Keenan and Spring Hill High Schools Represent 
Richland County at SC Envirothon 

Student teams from Keenan and 

Spring Hill High Schools 

represented Richland County in 

the 20th Annual SC Envirothon 

at the Clemson Sandhill 

Research and Education Center 

in Columbia last May.  The SC 

Envirothon is an annual 

environmental competition that 

provides college scholarships to 

high school students.  During 

the competition, student teams 

complete college-level exams in  

several environmental topics 

including aquatics, forestry, 

soils, wildlife, and invasive 

species. 

The Richland SWCD was a 

sponsor for the event, and two 

SWCD commissioners and 

three staff members served as 

judges, station managers, and 

assistants during the 

competition. Teams from 

Spartanburg won this year's top 

honors.  For more information 

about the SC Envirothon, visit 

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/educatio

n/Envirothon/. 

Providing Habitat for Native Bees  

Native bees 

are great 

pollinators!  

Provide nest 

boxes and 

stem/tube 

bundles for 

native bees in 

your yard.   

These nest boxes were displayed at a 

Pollinator Workshop co-hosted by Carolina 

Clear, Richland Countywide Stormwater 

Consortium, and Richland SWCD in May. 

North America is home to approximately 

4,000 species of native bees which arguably 

form our most important group of pollinators.  

Like other pollinators, native bees have been 

threatened by habitat loss, pesticides, and land 

use changes.  While approximately 70% of 

native bees nest in the ground, the remaining 

30% of native species lay their eggs in old 

beetle tunnels in dead trees.  You can help 

conserve these tunnel-nesting native bees by 

providing artificial nesting sites with wooden 

nest blocks and stem/tube bundles. 

To make a nest block, drill holes between 

3/32ò and 3/8ò in diameter at 3/4ò centers into 

the side of a block of untreated lumber.  The 

holes should be closed at one end.  Holes less 

than 1/4ò diameter should be 3-4ò deep; holes 

1/4ò diameter or larger should be 5-6ò deep.  

Stem/tube bundles can be made from 6-8ò 

lengths of bamboo, cut so that one end is open 

and one end is closed.  Stem bundles can be 

placed in steel cans or wooden frames for 

added protection.  For more detailed 

instructions, visit www.xerces.org.   


